SUBJECT:


NOTICE OF exemption from the california environmental quality act

Project Title:

PROPOSED AMENDED REGULATION III - FEES
Pursuant to State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is the Lead Agency and will prepare a Notice of Exemption for the project identified above.

The proposed amended regulation, which would adjust permit fees, is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines § 15273 - Rates, Tolls, Fares, and Charges.  As set forth in § 15273, CEQA does not apply to the modification or restructuring of fees by public agencies.  Therefore, a Notice of Exemption has been prepared pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §§ 15002 (k)(1) - Three Step Process, 15061(b)(1) - Review for Exemption, and 15062 - Notice of Exemption.  

The Notice of Exemption will be filed with the county clerks of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties immediately following the adoption of the proposed project.

Any questions regarding this Notice of Exemption should be sent to Jonathan D. Nadler (c/o Office of Planning and Policy) at the above address.  Mr. Nadler can also be reached at (909) 396-3071.  Questions specifically on the proposed amendments should be directed to Mr. Moustafa Elsherif at (909)-396-3113.

Date:
May 19, 2000


Signature:








Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Title:

Program Supervisor


Reference:  California Code of Regulations, Title 14

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To:
County Clerks



From:

South Coast Air Quality


Los Angeles, Orange 




  Management District


Riverside, San Bernardino



21865 Copley Drive









Diamond Bar, CA 91765

Project Title:

Proposed Amended Regulation III - Fees

Project Location:

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

California Health and Safety Code § 40510 provides authority for the SCAQMD to adopt a fee schedule for the issuance of permits to cover the cost of permitting, planning, enforcement, and monitoring related thereto.  The proposed amendments would adjust SCAQMD fee rates including, but not limited to, a three percent across-the-board fee increase equivalent to the California Consumer Price Index (CPI), an eight percent increase for annual operating permit emissions fees, and a $50.00 per person fee for employee transportation coordinator training pursuant to Rule 2202.  The amendments may also include changes to facilitate clarification.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project

South Coast Air Quality Management District

Exempt Status:

General Concepts [CEQA Guidelines § 15002(k)(1)]; 

Review for Exemption [CEQA Guidelines § 15061(b)(1)]; and

Statutory Exemption - Rates, Tolls, Fares and Charges (CEQA Guidelines § 15273)

Reasons why project is exempt:

California Health and Safety Code section 40500 et seq. establishes SCAQMD's authority to adopt rules and regulations, including fee schedules to cover the actual cost of air quality programs designed to attain and maintain ambient air quality standards.  The proposed amended rule would adjust SCAQMD fee rates.  CEQA does not apply to the modification or restructuring of fees by public agencies.

CEQA Contact Person:
Telephone

Jonathan D. Nadler
(909) 396-3071

Regulation III Contact Person:
Telephone

Moustafa Elsherif
(909) 396-3113
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