
Janaury 16, 2001

County Clerk, Gina Morla
County of Los Angeles
12400 E. Imperial Highway, Room 2001
Norwalk, CA 90650

Ms. Morla:

Re:
Notice of Determination - Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Proposed Los Angeles Department of Water and Power’s (LADWP) Electrical Generation Stations Modifications Project

Enclosed are two copies of a Notice of Determination (NOD) for the above project, which is located in your county.  The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) document (Final Environmental Impact Report) for the proposed project was certified by the SCAQMD as the Lead Agency on January 16, 2001.  Please record and post the attached NODs according to the provisions of CEQA.

Enclosed is a check for $25.00 for this project to cover the NOD posting fee.  The SCAQMD has determined that the project for which the Final EIR was prepared, will have a de minimus impact on wildlife and the habitat upon which it depends.  Therefore, the project is exempt from the Department of Fish and Game filing fee pursuant to §753.5(a)(3), Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR).  A De Minimus Impact form is also included for this project as is required pursuant to §753.5(c), Title 14, CCR.

Please confirm receipt of one copy and return to the undersigned.  Self-addressed envelopes have been provided for your convenience.  If you have any questions, you can call me at (909) 396-2526.


Sincerely,


Steve Smith, Ph.D.


Program Supervisor

Office of Planning, Rule Development,

and Area Sources

(c:\ceqa\Ladwp\NOD.doc)

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:  
County Clerk
From:
SCAQMD


County of Los Angeles

21865 E. Copley Dr.

12400 E. Imperial Highway, Room 2001

Diamond Bar, CA 91765


Norwalk, California 90630



SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 21108 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE AND SECTION 15096 OF THE CEQA GUIDELINES
Project Title:
Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Proposed Los Angeles Department of Water and Power’s (LADWP) Electrical Generation Stations Modifications Project

SCAQMD Number:
003011DWS
SCAG Number:
I20000498
SCH Number:
2000101008
Date Certified:
January 16, 2001

Contact Person:
Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Telephone Number: (909) 396-3054
Project Location:
The Harbor Generation Station (HGS) is located at 161 North Island Avenue, City of Los Angeles (Wilmington).  The Scattergood Generation Station (SGS) is located at 12700 Vista Del Mar in the City of Los Angeles (Playa Del Rey).  The Valley Generation Station (VGS) is located at 9430 San Fernando Road in the City of Los Angeles (Sun Valley).

Project Description:
To help LADWP comply with the SCAQMD’s Regulation XX (RECLAIM) for future years, improve in-Basin power reliability, and participate in the state’s deregulated electricity market by supplying excess electrical power on a daily basis during peak demand periods, thereby reducing the risk of blackouts throughout California, LADWP is proposing modifications to three generating stations located in the Basin.  It is envisioned that the proposed project, consistent with the intent of RECLAIM, will achieve an overall decrease in NOx emissions at the three affected facilities.  LADWP is proposing to install five 47-MW combustion turbines (CTs) at the HGS site, each with a selective catalytic reduction (SCR) system that will use aqueous ammonia to reduce oxides of nitrogen (NOx) emissions in the presence of a catalyst.  A pipeline will be installed to transport aqueous ammonia from existing aboveground storage tanks to the new turbines.  A 565 kilowatt (kW) diesel fired generator will be installed to provide emergency power for “black start” situations.  Additionally, LADWP is proposing to install SCR systems on three existing units at the SGS site.  As there is currently no ammonia storage capacity at SGS, the project includes installation of three 30,000-gallon aqueous ammonia storage tanks.  Lastly, LADWP is proposing to install one 47-MW CT with a SCR system at the VGS site.  One 20,000-gallon aqueous ammonia storage tank will also be constructed.  A 565 kW diesel fired generator will be installed to provide emergency power for black start situations

This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) as the Lead Agency for the above described project has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1. A Final EIR was prepared and certified for this project by the SCAQMD pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

2. The Final EIR concluded that the proposed project will have a significant unavoidable adverse impact on the environment related to air quality and hazards impacts.

3. Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines the SCAQMD as the Lead Agency is filing this Notice of Determination. 

4. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of this project.

5. Findings were made pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §§15091.

6. A statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for this project since significant impacts were identified.

7. A monitoring program pursuant to Public Resource Code §21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines §15096 was adopted for this project.

The Final EIR, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at:  SCAQMD Headquarters, 21865 E. Copley Dr., Diamond Bar, CA 91765.


________________________
Signature:







  Date Received for filing



Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer
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Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer

California Department of Fish and Game

certificate of fee Exemption

De Minimis Impact Finding

Project Title/Date Certified/Location Name:

Title:

Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Proposed Los Angeles Department of Water and Power’s (LADWP) Electrical Generation Stations Modifications Project

Date Certified:
January 16, 2001

Location:

Los Angeles County

Project Proponent:
LADWP

Address of Project Proponent:

The Harbor Generation Station (HGS) is located at 161 North Island Avenue, City of Los Angeles (Wilmington).  The Scattergood Generation Station (SGS) is located at 12700 Vista Del Mar in the City of Los Angeles (Playa Del Rey).  The Valley Generation Station (VGS) is located at 9430 San Fernando Road in the City of Los Angeles (Sun Valley).

Project Description:

To help LADWP comply with the SCAQMD’s Regulation XX (RECLAIM) for future years, improve in-Basin power reliability, and participate in the state’s deregulated electricity market by supplying excess electrical power on a daily basis during peak demand periods, thereby reducing the risk of blackouts throughout California, LADWP is proposing modifications to three generating stations located in the Basin.  It is envisioned that the proposed project, consistent with the intent of RECLAIM, will achieve an overall decrease in NOx emissions at the three affected facilities.  LADWP is proposing to install five 47-MW combustion turbines (CTs) at the HGS site, each with a selective catalytic reduction (SCR) system that will use aqueous ammonia to reduce oxides of nitrogen (NOx) emissions in the presence of a catalyst.  A pipeline will be installed to transport aqueous ammonia from existing aboveground storage tanks to the new turbines.  A 565 kilowatt (kW) diesel fired generator will be installed to provide emergency power for “black start” situations.  Additionally, LADWP is proposing to install SCR systems on three existing units at the SGS site.  As there is currently no ammonia storage capacity at SGS, the project includes installation of three 30,000-gallon aqueous ammonia storage tanks.  Lastly, LADWP is proposing to install one 47-MW CT with a SCR system at the VGS site.  One 20,000-gallon aqueous ammonia storage tank will also be constructed.  A 565 kW diesel fired generator will be installed to provide emergency power for black start situations.

Findings of Exemption:

A Final EIR, which consists of the NOP/Initial Study project description and analysis of environment impacts, was prepared pursuant to the requirements of CEQA.  The Draft EIR for the proposed project was released on December 1, 2000, for a 30-day public review and comment period ending on January 2, 2001.  The Initial Study and EIR prepared for the proposed project concluded that the proposed project would have no direct or indirect effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Further, no secondary adverse impacts to plant and animal life were identified that would result from the project.  No public comments were received refuting the conclusions of no significant adverse impacts to wildlife resources contained in the EIR.

The SCAQMD as the Lead Agency for the proposed project has found that, when considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence that the proposed project will have potential for adverse effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which wildlife depends.  Accordingly, based upon the preceding information, the SCAQMD has, on the basis of substantial evidence, rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in Section 753.5 (d), Title 14, California Code of Regulations.

Certification:

I hereby certify that as the decision maker of the Lead Agency, the SCAQMD has made the above findings of fact for this project and that based upon the SCAQMD’s consideration of the Final EIR the project will not individually or cumulatively have adverse effects on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.

Date:
January 16, 2001

















Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.







Executive Officer




Lead Agency:   South Coast Air Quality Management District

