Notice of Determination for PAR 431.2
September 15, 2000


NOTICE OF DECISION

To:
Office of the Secretary for Resources


From:

SCAQMD

Attn: Mary Nichols






21865 Copley Drive

c/o Dept. of Fish and Game





Diamond Bar, CA.  91765

1416 9th Street, Suite 1311

Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DECISION IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTIONS 21080.5 AND 21108 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE

Project Title:
Final Program Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Fleet Vehicle Rules and Related Rule Amendments including: Proposed Amended Rule (PAR) 431.2 – Sulfur Content of Liquid Fuels

SCAQMD Number:000307DWS

Final PEA Certified:  June 16, 2000







PR 431.2 Adopted:      September 15, 2000

Contact Person: Steve Smith

Telephone Number:  (909) 396-3054

Project Location:
South Coast Air Quality Management District: the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties) and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.

Project Description: The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is proposing a series of new rules (referred to hereafter as proposed fleet vehicle rules) that would target specific mobile source categories.  These rules would upon implementation provide early emission reductions of toxic air contaminants (TACs) and criteria pollutants (e.g., oxides of nitrogen (NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), particulate matter (PM), and hydrocarbons (HC)) compared to current projections in the SCAQMD’s 1997 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) as amended in 1999 as well as provide surplus reductions above California Air Resources Board (CARB) emission standards.  PAR 431.2 will define low sulfur diesel fuel to have a sulfur content not in excess of 15 ppm (parts per million) by weight.  The proposed amendments are to apply to diesel fuel produced for both stationary and mobile sources, including RECLAIM sources but excluding ships and trains.  

This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District has approved and made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1.
The implementation of the proposed fleet vehicle rules and related amendments, including PAR 431.2, will have a significant adverse impact on the environment.

2. A Program Environmental Assessment was prepared for proposed fleet vehicle rules and related amendments, including PAR 431.2, pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15168, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is relying on the Final Program Environmental Assessment (PEA) for the proposed fleet vehicle rules and related amendments, which was certified by the SCAQMD Governing Board at its June 16, 2000 Public Hearing.

4. The SCAQMD’s Governing Board in adopting PAR 431.2 specifically concluded that the impacts associated with the adoption of PAR 431.2 fell within the scope of the potential environmental impacts analyzed in the Final PEA for the proposed fleet vehicle rules and related amendments.

5. The SCAQMD is preparing this Notice of Decision pursuant to Public Resource Code §21108.

6.
Mitigation measures were made a condition of PAR 431.2 approval.

7.
A Statement of Findings, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and Mitigation Monitoring Plan were adopted for PAR 431.2.

The Final Program Environmental Assessment (certified June 16, 2000), supporting documentation, and record of PAR 431.2 approval may be examined at: SCAQMD Headquarters, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA.  91765.


________________________
Signature:







  Date Received for filing



Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor
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